Due to COVID-19, club meetings and activities have been postponed.
Please check our website for all updates as they occur.
Club meetings are on the first Monday of each month (excluding January)
7:30pm
Buderim Craft Cottage
corner Main St and Church St, behind Buderim War Memorial Hall
(If the first Monday falls on a holiday or long weekend the meeting is held the following Monday)

Scheduled activities are on the website
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Email enquiry@scbwc.com if you are unsure of whom to contact. They will forward your
query to the appropriate individual.
Please send walk reports and photographs to trudge@scbwc.com
Members should email media@scbwc.com if they are not receiving general email
communications from the SCBWC.
If you are a SCBWC member, join our closed Facebook group.
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Great Otway National Park – Lorne Section (Victoria)
Everyone in Australia knows of the iconic Great Ocean Road which winds its way along the coast and
forest between Torquay to Port Campbell. One of the coastal towns, Lorne which has its yearly pier
to pub swim in January, also has over 10 waterfall walks within the Great Otway National Park in the
mountains behind the town. It is this area that I have been out exploring the tracks and falls.
In 1983, Ash Wednesday fires destroyed a lot of the forests and villages within this area of Western
Victoria. I recall the fires going through as I was in my teenage years and living in a bushfire
threatened community myself in Victoria. The forests now don’t show the signs of those long ago
fires, but the logging that occurred over the last two centuries means these forests are still “new’
forests regrowing.
Erskine Falls is the most “famous” of the
falls and the easiest for people to reach.
They have a drop of 38m and one of the
bigger dropping falls in Victoria. There is a
short walk down 270 steps to the base of
the falls (which you have to walk back up).
The rainfall that occurs in this area of
Victoria is known to be high so the falls are
always in flow. At the base there is a track
which follows the Erskine River back to
Lorne 7.5km each way. Whilst the lookout
of the base of the falls had plenty of
people visiting (pre COVID) the walk down
the river gave a chance to be in deep
gullied rainforest on your own. The walk to
start with is a little muddy (especially after
rain) and a few river crossings (usually
some rocks can be used) to navigate, but
the rainforest opens up to moss, more
falls, fungi and bird calls. It really is a lovely
walk, and the falls are to be seen if in the
area and so should walking some distance
along the river.
Sheoak Picnic Area is a lovely place to base
yourself for a day to walk to several other falls along various tracks. My walk on this day was to the
Upper and Lower Kalimna Falls set deep into the Great Otway Forest. This walk is an 8km return
journey following one of the old timber tramway tracks through shady fern gullies, and tall, open
eucalyptus forest. The tramway was used between 1890’s – 1920’s to transport timber logged in the
area to Lorne. As I said the logging was quite substantial and the forest is “new”. The Lower Falls
are very dainty and can allow people to head behind them and look through them to the pool.
Fortunately those deciding to take their break behind these photographic falls moved on (photo
included). The Upper Falls are a series of cascades dropping down around 15m to a pool below. The
birdlife following us along this track was lovely and we definitely heard a lyrebird too.
My suggestion is if you are in Victoria and planning a trip along the Iconic Great Ocean Road or Great
Ocean Walk, get time to enjoy the forests and falls within the Otways. You may even be lucky
enough to see a koala, lyrebird or other wildlife in the area.
~~ Sam Rowe
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From the Archives of 1977
It is fascinating to read our club walk reports from yesteryear. I have selected a few because
these are areas we continue to enjoy. I hope in another 40 years the editor of the Trudge will
be reprinting some of our walk reports describing trails that we have discovered and walked.
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Though I was not cooking over an open fire, I was devouring my lunch when Jon Lee and I
completed a recce of Mt Archer. I too was pointing out an ant to him and totally enthralled
with the weight the ant was carrying. The ant was obviously in the Mexican spirit since he
was carrying a bit of my tortilla and then a small piece of the Mexican cheese!

Trudge 1977
Note from the Digital Media Officer
I hope all of you have been getting familiar with our new website for the last few months.
The next phase will be going live within the next few weeks. A term to remember is
‘Activities Calendar’. It will replace the Walks Program page. This newly titled page will
continue to have all the details that you are accustomed to about upcoming walks and any
other activities. I’ll be sending you an email in the upcoming week so stay tuned…..
~~ Julie Nunn

HAPPY WALKING
And don’t forget..…
You’re not lost if you don’t care
where you are.
Keep safe and try to share a
smile with others. It could
make their day.
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